LUDLOW

From one window a skilfully thrown grappling iron hooked
the son of the King of Scots, who was assisting Stephen in the
siege of the castle, and would have carried off this valuable
hostage, but for the personal valour of King Stephen. In
Mortimer's Tower was imprisoned Hugh de Mortimer,
ambushed by Jocc de Dinan while out hunting and only
released on a payment of 3,000 marks. A few years later a
pitched battle was fought in Dinham fields between de Lacy
and Joce, in which the former and two of his knights were
captured and imprisoned in Pendover Tower. From this they
escaped, in the time-honoured manner by tying sheets together,
thanks to the help of Marion de la Bruerc, who had fallen in
love with one of their number, Arnold de Lys. Later when
Joce was abroad with most of his knights Marion informed her
lover, who plotted with de Lacy to take the castle. So when
Marion let in Arnold at night by a cord from a window she also
unwittingly admitted a hundred armed knights who had been
waiting in the woods. These overpowered the garrison and by
morning the Castle was theirs. Marion, furious at the treach-
ery of her lover, killed him with his own sword and leapt to
death from the window. In spite of determined assaults on
the Castle, in the course of which the massive door of the outer
ward was burnt with a fire of bacon grease, Joce failed to re-
take it, for De Lacy had called in the Welsh to his assistance.
Eventually, however, his son-in-law Fulk regained the Castle,
thanks to the favour of Henry II, only to lose it again when
John became King. Fulk's subsequent adventures as an out-
law are of the same legendary character as those of Robin Hood.
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